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WELCOME! 
 
A Principia Alumni Reunion is like coming home--returning to that special place where so many 
memories and friendships were made!  These special events provide an opportunity for our 
Upper School alumni to come back and reunite with friends, family, and facultyñto enjoy the 
activities, the fabulous entertainment, sumptuous dining, and the real fun of being together at 
the best high school reunion on the planet!   
 
This yearõs Alumni Reunion will be held Thursday to Saturday, October 15-17, 2009 on the St. 
Louis campus.  All Principia alumni, their spouses, and children are welcome regardless of 
present religious affiliation. *    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
*Although we encourage non-Christian Science alumni and spouses to attend Alumni Reunion, we expect that all who come will respect 
and obey Principia standards while visiting either campus and participating in Reunion activities. 

The reunion classes for 2009 are: 
 
10th ï USô99, USô00 
 
15th ï USô94, USô95 
 
20th ï USô89, USô90 
 
25th ï USô84, USô85 
 
30th ï USô79, USô80 
 
35th ï USô74, USô75 
 
40th ï USô69, USô70 
 
45th ï USô64, USô65 
 
50th ï USô59, USô60 
 
55th ï USô54, USô55 
 
60th ï USô49, USô50 
 
 

 
 

 

The pep rally was a big hit with all reunion 

classes, and Mr. Simon dressed to judge 

the Gold and Blue Spirit Contest. 



 

WHAT DOES A REUNION COMMIT TEE DO?  
 
We rely heavily on our Reunion Committees to spread the word, to promote the upcoming 
Reunion to their class!  Generally, hereõs whatõs involved; youõll: 
 

A. Draft a special òSee you at the Reunion!ó letter encouraging classmates to attend the 
Reunion. This letter will be sent out via email. 

 
B. Follow up with phone calls and emails to your classmates during the spring and 

summer of 2009 encouraging them to attend;  
 

C. Direct classmates to the Alumni web-site for news registration and whoõs attending 
lists. 

 
D. Advise your classmates to register on-line or use the Registration Form mailed to 

them in April, 2009. Itõs really important to actually REGISTER!  Some forget to do it; 
others think itõs not necessary.   To help us plan for meals, we need accurate counts ð 
having everyone sign up well in advance helps the Alumni Office save money and 
time!  There will be òearly bird ratesó for people who register before August 1st.  After 
that, prices will increase and they will increase again after September 1st.  So, itõs 
really important to get people registered early! 

 
E. Organize your Saturday Night Reunion Class Party. 
 
F. Communicate freely and often with the Alumni Office.  Keep us apprised of your 

progress and plans. 
 
G. Check the Whoõs Attending List, located on the Alumni Web Site ð 

www.prin.edu/alumni , for those whoõve registered or plan to register.  The Alumni 
Office updates the òWhoõs Attending Listó frequently, but not daily so check back 
often to see who has been added.  The òWhoõs Attending Listó is a big driver of 
reunion attendance, so make sure that your classmates know it exists and that they 
can log-on and post to it themselves!  It will be a great source of information and will 
help to generate lots of enthusiasm for the reunion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

50
th
 Reunion guests gather at the Marriott West 

 for the opening night reception 

http://www.prin.edu/alumni


 

 
PROMOTING THE REUNION  
 
 
ü Principia will be providing a web page for reunion updates and the very popular òWhoõs 
Attending Listó.   

 
ü On two occasions there will be full-page ads in the Principia Purpose promoting the 

Reunion. 
 
ü The Alumni Office will send out several promotional pieces to all reunion class members 

encouraging their attendance: 
 

Ç January ð A òSave the Dateó postcard will go out with a magnet. 

Ç April ð Reunion Registration Packet will be mailed to all classes. 

Ç July ð A Reminder Postcard will be sent, reminding people to register before Aug. 
1st 

 
ü By the end of April the Alumni page of the Principia website will have: Reunion 

information; a schedule of activities (updated as it becomes available); and on-line 
Express Registration . 

 

In 2005, our reunion guests found time to visit 

 with their own students. 



 

REUNION TIMELINE  
 Fall 2008 issue of The Purpose includes notice of 2009 Reunion dates and a list of reunioning 

classes. 

 In January, 2009, Alumni office will send out òSave the Dateó promotional notice to all 
reunioning class members. 

 
April 2009 ð Six months before the Reunion é.    

 Reunion Committees have been formed and sent Volunteer Handbooks and Class Lists. 

 Committees prepare their own òSee you at the Reunion!ó letter.  These letters will emailed to 
each class, as they are submitted by the Committee. 

 Whoõs Attending List goes òliveó and on-line reunion registration begins. 

 Direct Mail piece will be sent with information and registration form from the Alumni Office. 

 Guests begin booking hotel reservations at the Marriott West. 
 
May 2009    

 Recruit volunteers for a òcalling-tree.ó  Enlist classmates to help with phoning ð they can help 
plan your class party and phone all their friends.  The more people you involve at this stage, the 
better turnout you will have in October!   

 Begin collecting classmate e-mail addresses and start building your class distribution list. 

 Principia Purpose is mailed with Reunion ad. 
 
May, June 2009    

 Invoke calling-tree process to remind classmates of Reunion dates, share enthusiasm, get them 
to call a fellow classmate ð but most of all, to sign up for the Reunion! 

 Encourage your classmates to check out our Alumni web page frequently.   
 
July, August 2009 

 August 1st, early bird pricing ends ð first price increase goes into effect August 1st.  Another price 
increase takes place on September 1st, so encourage your class to register early in the summer for 
the best price! 

 E-mail updates to classmates on whoõs coming to the Reunion and include a link to the Alumni 
web site.  

 òCalling treeó volunteers continue to phone and beat the drum for Reunion 2009! 
    
 

October 15-17, 2009   Attend Alumni Weekend!  
Host class activities! Have fun!  
See your friends! 
 
Note that the Reunion Committee who 
brings back the largest percentage of their 
class gets a great gift from the Alumni 
Office!  That includes everyone on your 
committee!   



 

DUTIES OF THE REUNION COMMITTEE 
 
The most effective and valuable contact to promote reunions is a classmate!  We have based our 
class chair program on this premise.  
 
You will find your own unique ways to encourage classmates to attend the Reunion, and we 
welcome your creativity!  Our suggestions include posting a letter of your class web page and 
following that with a phone call and personal note (postcard) or email (see details below). The 
letter plants the seed, gives the dates and some preliminary information.  Your follow-up phone 
calls, postcards (which weõll supply), and emails can be more specific and mention the names of 
those already signed up.  
 
You might find it helpful to have other members of your class assist you in reaching all of your 
classmates.   
  
Details: 
 
 Write your classmates a òSee you at the Reunion!ó letter, one that will spark their interest in 

coming back to see their friends, including you!  Be creative, funny, serious, nostalgic--
whatever style suits you.  The Alumni Office will send your letter. 

 
 Contact classmates by phone.  This is where the excitement among classmates really 

builds!  Recruit some friends to help do the calling so that everyone in the class gets a 
personal call.  Calling is sometimes the toughest thing to do but often turns out to be the 
most fun and yields the best results.  We are happy to help you host a phone a thon! If you 
are a St. Louis resident, you may use our office and phones to call as many classmates as you 
can in one evening. Weõll even buy the pizza! 

 
 We will call your classmates too!  We feel it is highly important for every potential reunion 

guest to receive a call regarding reunion.  We have found that alums wait for this call and, if 
they donõt receive it, they think no one is coming to reunion.  So, we will be hiring student 
callers to place calls to every potential guest during the month of June.  We will remind them 
about booking hotel reservations, direct them to our on-line registration forms and take their 
reservation over the phone if they like.  It is our goal to have 450 guests at Reunion 2009; we 
will be working hard in June to make sure that happens. 

 
 Send a personalized postcard.  The Alumni Office will supply the cards, address labels, 

printing and postage. 
 
 Email messagesñ we highly encourage you to use email messages as a way to communicate 

with your classmates.  On your class list you will notice email addresses for some, but not all, 
class members.  As you start calling we hope youõll ask for email addresses and begin 
generating an email distribution list for yourself ð and please let us know too (weõre always 
looking for updated address, phone, and email information)!  As the Reunion approaches you 
can also be in much more frequent contact with your classmates via email. 

  
 
   
 



 

CLASS ACTIVITIES DURING THE REUNION 
 
CLASS PARTIES 
 
Class parties are planned for Friday evening and thatõs a great time to organize something special 
just for your class. Principia provides light refreshments and a location for each class party.  We 
leave the party activity up to you!  
 
Here are class party ideas from other Reunions: 
 
ü Watch a video or slide show of your days at Prin.  In recent years some Class Chairs have 

created slide shows on DVD.  They have asked classmates to send in pictures from their 
years at Prin and theyõve scanned the photos and made a video presentation.  However, if 
you plan to present a DVD ð we would like to receive it in advance, so we may test it on 
our equipment and make sure it runs for your party. 

ü Plan a game of Prin Trivia, where you make up the questions about your school days at 
Prin.  Hand out creative prizes to the winners!  Great team game!  (As youõre phone 
calling, you might ask each classmate for a Trivia Questioné.) 

ü Although the Alumni Office arranges all the party locations ð we are willing to work 
with you to accommodate special requests or plans.  Just let us know well in advance.  
Thanks! 

 
 
SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 
 
The days and nights of the Reunion will be full of planned activities.  But there will also be time 
for you and your classmates to have a special activity of your own, if you choose. 
 
If you plan to hold a special activity for your class please notify the Alumni Office as soon 
as possible so we can make necessary arrangements, get the word out and include it on the 
schedule of events. 

 
 
     

 
 
 
 

Reunion  2003 



 

 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS - 
 
This year we have reserved blocks of rooms at a local hotel, which is approximately three miles 
from the St. Louis Campus:   

St. Louis Marriott West  
The Marriott West rate is $103.00 per night for a double room, and includes a Breakfast Buffet in 
the hotel dining room, which is very nice.   
You'll need to request the Principia Block to get the special group rate.  For more information on 
the Marriott West please see their web-site - www.stlmarriottwest.com - or phone them 
directly 314-878-2747 (local)  
The St. Louis Marriott West is located at:  
660 Maryville Centre Drive  
St. Louis, MO 63141  
 
REGISTRATION ð 
In addition to actually booking a room at the Marriott West hotel, alums will need to register for 
events. There will be a registration fee to cover òfree eventsó and the cost of transporting alums 
back and forth between each hotel and campus.  Reunion meals and special events will be 
ticketed.  Alums will be able to pick and choose which activities they would like to attend.  This 
is different from past years, but we believe it will work well under the new weekend schedule 
and format.   
 
TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM HOTEL TO CAMPUS -  
 
Principia will be running shuttle service from both hotels to campus throughout the weekend, 
from early morning to late into the evening.  This shuttle service fee will be included in the price 
of registration. 
 
BRINGING TEENS, KIDS AND BABIES ð 
This year, we will be offering children of alums the opportunity to visit Principiaõs classrooms on 
Friday ð an Admissions visit, if you will.  Funding will be provided by the Admissions Office - so 
students can visit for the weekend for free!  
 
Upper School aged students will stay in the dorm with a host, attend classes on Friday and get 
to know the campus.  Middle, Elementary and Pre-School students are also welcome to visit 
classes on Friday, but they will stay with their parents off campus each night.  Children too 
young to attend school (infants and toddlers) will be chaperoned by their parents on Friday.    
On Friday and Saturday evening we will offer child-care, for children under the age of 10, so 
parents may attend Class Parties and Banquet on Saturday from 5-midnight/ Concert on Friday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stlmarriottwest.com/


 

AFTER REUNION IS OVER, THERE IS THE OPPORTUNITY TO FOLLOW UP - 
 
Suggestions for follow-up after Alumni Reunion include: 
 
 a mailing to all classmates with some highlights from the reunion 

 
 a newsletter written by those attending and sent to all classmates (or use the class web 

page) 
 
 a reunion gift to Principia 

 
 send suggestions to the Alumni Office as to what was successful and how we can do an even 

better job next time  
 
 encourage attendance at your next reunion! 

 
 
 

 

 

The 10
th
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Class Photo on the Ridgway Stage.  


